The call of God

By Amy Wallace

I sat in church the other day taking notes during the sermon. A couple in front of
us caught my attention and I watched their interaction for awhile. The degree to
which the young lady was into this gentleman caused my heart to cry out for her.
The degree to which she missed that he wasn't as equally into her touched a spot
in my heart that stings, even after ten years of marriage.

I remember longing for someone to love me with the same intensity I felt for
them, snuggling up close and believing that a relationship was all I needed.
Unfortunately, I wasn't safe in that because my longing wasn't really for that
person, it was for them to fill me. And no one could.

So I learned to hide.

I hid from the truth that no human would fill my need by trying over and over to
find someone who could. In time, I learned to live with the guilt of being "too
much" or "too needy" and move on after one more relationship crumbled under
the strain of that bottomless well of need.

Watching that cycle continue in the couple at church Sunday, my heart longed to
reach out to them and share the truths that took me over ten years and many
tears to learn:

"No love of the natural heart is safe unless the human heart has been satisfied by
God first." Oswald Chambers

"We are not wrong to think we desperately need to be loved. We do. Our need
does not constitute anyone else's call but God's" Beth Moore

What I've finally received in the deepest part of my heart and am learning to walk
out of is that my cavernous need to be loved will be satisfied first in God.

Or it won't be satisfied at all.

Like the young couple at church, I can be so into someone, hoping they will make
me feel loved. And sooner or later that person will fall under the weight of that
call to love me. Or I can do the flip side and try very hard to fulfill that call to love
someone else. And sooner or later, I too will fall under the weight of a burden I
can't begin to carry.

A better option is to realize my need to be loved is the call of God.

And He calls me to come.



Come to be loved.

Come to be filled.

Come to be forgiven.

He answers the deep call of my heart and satisfies me to overflowing. Then He
sets out with me to proclaim that truth. To call others to the amazing love that
awaits them in the presence of God. To love as Jesus loves.

But before I can love with a safe love, I have to find my fill in Him.

And then, only then, can I go and love likewise.



Have you learned to hide from the truth that no one can fill you? How so?

What does it mean to give away your heart in a relationship? Have you ever done
that? How did it feel?




What does it mean to be satisfied in God?

Read 1 John 4:18-19 and Jeremiah 31:3. Describe the type of love shown in these
two verses. Can a human love with that type of love? If yes, how? If no, why not?




